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Holiday magic really does happen!  

Sometimes, Santa Claus just appears in different forms.
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The Sacramento Ballet and the Sacramento Philharmonic are thrilled to announce that, through the determined efforts of arts leaders throughout the region, the funds needed to provide live music for the 2011 Sacramento Ballet production of The Nutcracker HAVE BEEN RAISED!  

At the end of its 2010/2011 season, the Sacramento Ballet found itself faced with the same hard questions of fiscal responsibility being dealt with by arts organizations throughout the country - even such icons as the New York Metropolitan Opera.  With resources tight during the current economic situation, the Ballet’s Board felt that it was the responsible thing to do to focus its efforts on funding the company’s core needs first.  Unfortunately, that meant that the company would need to forego live music for The Nutcracker for one year.   

Sacramento Philharmonic Interim Executive Director Jane Hill understood well both the fiscal necessities being faced by the Ballet Board, and the implications for the Philharmonic and local professional musicians; in fact, the implications for all of the live performance organizations in the region.  She spearheaded an effort to support live music through special funding above and beyond the operational needs of both the Ballet and the Orchestra.   The effort brought immediate results. 

The Sacramento Region Community Foundation stepped into a leadership role by offering a $30,000 Challenge Grant to use as leverage in the campaign.  Wells Fargo Bank immediately came forward to match that amount.  Other major contributors then stepped forward.  Fred Teichert and the Teichert Foundation joined in the effort, with Mr. Teichert himself taking on the cause and soliciting help from others, as did Sacramento Philharmonic Fundraising Chairperson Sandy Smoley.  

Other major contributors included GenCorp Foundation; Radiological Associates of Sacramento, Pacific Coast Building Products Foundation, joined by Merchants National Bank, Hank Fisher Properties and an anonymous donor to complete the campaign goal. 

The financial participation of both the Philharmonic Board and the Sacramento Ballet Board, working together to produce this beloved ballet for our community as it is meant to be performed, completed the funding necessary to cover the cost of the forty musicians and conductor.  This community effort is another indication of the civic pride our citizens have, seeing and supporting Sacramento as a hub for high quality professional arts and cultural activities. 

Finally, this effort represents nearly 1200 hours of employment for the professional musicians who play such an important part in the performing arts here in Sacramento – especially significant in this economic climate – without impacting the funds available for the many professional dancers who have come here from around the country and around the world to be part of the Sacramento Ballet Company.   When the curtain goes up for the 24th year on Ron Cunningham’s production of the world’s most beloved ballet, the performances will be that much richer and more enjoyable because of this exceptional effort by so many.  Enjoy the Sacramento Ballet’s The Nutcracker, accompanied by the musicians of the Sacramento Philharmonic Orchestra, December 9 – 23, at the Community Center Theater.  For more information:  www.sacballet.org
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