If you haven’t seen Ron Cunningham’s choreography, then “You Don’t Know Drac”!  

The Sacramento Ballet will open their 57th Season – #HereWeDance – with their “revival” (pun definitely intended) of Ron Cunningham’s chilling work about Transylvania’s favorite son – Count Dracula; plus two masterworks representing some of the very best in dance of the 20th AND 21st centuries.  Performances are at the Sacramento Community Center Theater on Saturday, October 22 – 7:30 PM; Sunday, October 23 – 2:00 PM; Thursday, October 27 – 7:30 PM; and Friday, October 28 – 7:30 PM.

Dance becomes the perfect vehicle for the sensual story of love beyond the grave in this powerful and dramatic production.  Of its last performance in Sacramento in 2005, Sacramento Bee reviewer Patricia Beach Smith said of it, the “spectacularly creepy Dracula stole the show”……and the ballet “was rich with clever and beautiful choreography, costumes, sets and lighting.”  (Sacramento Bee, October, 2005)  Cunningham’s choreography is enhanced with the costumes, sets and scenery of Ballet Metropolitan in Ohio – a large production that literally requires two “semis” to transport.  

The legend of the vampire has proven to be fertile ground for story-telling of all kinds – books, films, plays and television.  As of 2009, more than 200 films had been produced that feature Dracula in a major role.  The latest resurgence of interest in the vampire legends probably began with the well-known Ann Rice novels such as Interview with the Vampire, and have led to books, movies and television shows such as the Twilight series, the Sookie Stackhouse novels (now television’s True Blood), and many more.  Cunningham’s balletic version is one of very few in the United States.

In a totally different vein (again, pun intended), the program will also include two outstanding works choreographed more than seventy years apart - George Balanchine’s Serenade and Trey McIntyre’s Second Before the Ground.
Balanchine is to the world of dance, what his contemporary collaborators Stravinsky and Picasso are to the worlds of music and art – a recognized genius who helped define his century.  His ballet Serenade is considered to be a  masterwork that helped redefine the face of ballet, but when  Balanchine was asked what Serenade is about, he said that it is just "a dance in the moonlight. A boy and girl on the stage."  Balanchine famously said when berated for his disinterest in stories. "How much story do you want?"  The ballet is choreographed for twenty-six dancers to Tchaikovsky’s “Serenade for Strings.”
The Sacramento Ballet presented the local premiere of Second Before the Ground in February of 2009.  The ballet is choreographed by one of the country’s ground-breaking contemporary talents to the African-inspired music of the Kronos Quartet. Jim Carnes of the Sacramento Bee said of it – “Joyous, life-affirming, graceful and athletic, it is a perfect dance for this edgy, talented crew” and called it “one of the most exciting and impressive contemporary ballets of the 21st century.” (SacBee, Feb 12, 2010)  

Tickets range from $17 to $68 and are available at the Community Center Theater Box Office, 916-808-5181 (Mon-Sat, 10:00 am – 6:00 pm); or Online at:  www.tickets.com (additional convenience fees apply).  For more information about the program or the Sacramento Ballet:  www.sacballet.org.  

